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LY 0 
THE 


SHIBOLET 
Prieſt-hoad, 


WHEREIN 
It is debated and proved by the 


evidence of Scripture and right Rea- 
ſon, to beab(olutely impoſlible for 
any unholy man to execute the 
Office of a Goſpel Miniſter. 


hs in a OE —_— 


Leviti. 21- 21+ 


; No man that bath a blemiſh of the ſeed of Aaron the Prief, 

3 ſhall comenigh to offer th: offerings of the Lord made by fire : 

4 be hath a blemiſh, &c, 

; Holy muſt all they be that bear the Veſiels of the Sanfiuary. 

Such an Hi;h Prieſt it became us t have as is boly, harmleſs, 
ſeperate from ſinner . 

And I ſaid, what be theſe two Olive branches, which through 
th- two zolden pipes empty the golgen Oy! ont of themſclves? 
Z:ch. 4 12. | | 
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THE 


PREFACE: 


Tis the intention of theſe lines, to ſhew that no unboly chan is 
capable to execmte the office of a Prieft, to the glory of Gad, 
#nd ſpiritual profit of the people; I mean by wnboly men, ſuch as 
be not born again, and Sandlified in Soul and Body, and Spirit ; 
ner do walk with God in the regeneration; and ſuch are oftex 
known by a viſible evil converſation, baving their lives ſullied 
with the common ſins of the times, as Adultrey, Drunkenneſ, 
Swearing , Lying , Gaming , Frand, Avarice, Qnarrelling, 
Paſſion, Envy, Perſecution, Prophaneſs, and many more. Ano- 
ther ſort there is of men, who ſeem to be of ftrifier lives, and s 
better converſation, and refrain many publick vices the former run 
into 3 yet nevertbeleſi ate ſo at leaft in equal degree with them u- 
boly. Theſe are ſuch in whom ſpiritual wickedneſy is in bigh place, 
they br of an evil converſation inwardly, and their Souls full 
of uncleanneſ; and ſuch are to be known by certain erronious 
principles they bold, which carry in them a contradiflion, to 
Sandlification aud holineſs ; as, That there is no ſuch immediate 
revelation of God in theſe days,as was inthe days of the Apoſtless 
That there is no freedome from ſin in this life ; That there is no 
belp in ur ; That a man be imputatively righteous , when not 
really ſos, that there is a mixture of fin 1% our very Prayers and 
beſt ations, and too many more bere to be inſerted z all which 
render the maintainers thereof a1 truely liable to the imput ation 
of unbolineſ;. as the evil Prattices do the other; which I ſhall 
bere briefly demonſtrate ; The firft ſhews how theſe that adhere 
thereunto, build not upon the foundation of the Prophets and 


"Apoſtles, 


be Second, that they bave not put off the body of the ſins of 
the fleſh. 
The third, that they are reprobates \, for Chrift is the bealth 
of God in all but ſuch. 
The fourth,” a delight to live in fin, 
A 2 The 


The fifth. nnholy worſhip, and a whole converſation uuboly, 


Thus theſe principles do evidently contradift true Sandiificati- 


on ſug If, them #' fell au wy IP&y Gre Mops partic 
tr "id Tres wbi-bhecyy :1Taw's lintle ſubjed fs 5 
abage t t There, fe aÞeopte wi p ready id grant the Argumtnt 
againſt m:u of a notorious wicked life ; aid if T hatreitraifed 
my notion of unbolineſs to tþ:ſe only, this Treatiſe might pro- 
bably bave met. mith ſome, conſiderable acce tation , yet I canngt 
but defend that theſe principlcs are more then of. equal conſs*< 
oente- to the, prefiicer,' and do. rexders their adherents ax really 
wiholy' as 4be prafiices do the. other, Nay, -in my ſenſe they 
that hold on this hand be the more miſerable, being in great 
degree acteſſary t0 the burt of the other, who by firſt drinking in 
of the poyſon of. theſe'-priaciples, aud ſ«cb likg, have been there. 
by emboldned hr. more to debanch themſelves into ſuch prafiicer, 
ſo that tbe. Arguments of: equal force againſt either y haw many 
of diverſe people of the whole world, may be comprebended un- 
dev "theſe two beads, of an evil profeſſion, or an evil life, I 
ſhall not undertake to determine, but refer that to the prudent 
conſideration df the Reader, to whom I wiſh all good; but again? 
all fuch, many or. few, it is proved by the Authority of Scri- 
pture and reaſon, that they are utterly incapable of any lot or 
portion in the dignity of thePrieft-hood of God, who will nat 
be enquired of at all by them. So unto that power that is able to 
$Sandlifie, and ſave to the utmoſt all them that come unto God by 
him, I commend all people. « 


The 1oth of the 34. 
Month 1678. 


I'ATRODUCTION. 


Lbcit among(t men, there has been magy, yet 
only two,” and no other manner of Prielt- 
hcod has b:en Toſticured by God lince. the be- 
ginning, that is, the Order of M-Ichez rdech , Heb.7 3, 
and the Order of Aaran; which Melch:rzus- 19. 
| (deck; was without Father, without Mother, without Kindred, Gem. 14. 
\,> © havingneith:r beginning of days, nor end of being he was 18. 
* King of Shalem, and Prieit of the moſt high God, atter 
I the power of an endlcfs life. 
This Aaron was the Son of Amram, the Son of Koath, 


"7 | of the Tribe of Levi, who together with Meſes his Brother 
. +» ſpake unto Pharaoh King, that Frael might go out of Egypt 
dy , ' Exsd. 6, 
9 © he was Pricſt of God atter the Law of a cargal Command- 
14 ment, and his Prieſthood was External, Tipical, and Figura- 
to _ Fives of the Prieſthood of Melchezageck,, which is ſubſtantial, 


þ, Inviſible, and without ail ſhadow of change now. 
, When God had brought the Sced of Abravam unto Mount 
* * 4Sinai, on their way towards Milk and Honey, the higheſt Exod. 
1deſcended upon. the Mount , and uttered his voice.out of 19. 20. 
zthe midſt of the fire, there he gave his Law unto. Facob: 
his Statutes and his Ocdinances unto Tſrael,all which Sta- 
utes, &*c. 
T Aaron the Prieſt was to teach the People, and to put 
{themin remembrance thereof, | | 
* 2 To put adiffrence betwixt the holy and the unholy, 
#he clean and the unclean, 
{ 3 To Trimthe Lamps of the Tabernacle, that they migh 
urn continually before the Lord. | 
4 Tooffterup Sacritices and burnt Offerings, tomake at- 
Onernent for the fins of the People, accordibg to the Tenor 
pt that Covenant, Thus 


* Levi. To; 
IDO, I's 


\- 


Exod. 
28. 


 Maunilter, 


(2) 

Thus ſexved- Aaron in the outward Tabernacle, and thus ' 
was he fitted for that ſervice ; there was a place which God ' 
Sandtificd by his glory at the door of the Tabernacle of the * 
Co tion, where he appointed to meet with the chil- * 
dren Woxel, and to ſpeak unto them. 

x Thicher did Moſes at the commandment of God, bring : 
Aaron and his Sons. . 

2 There he waſhed them with clean water, and | 

3 He anointed them with holy Oyl, and powred it up- - 
on their heads. * | 

4 He put upon them the Tunicle and the Robe, and the © 
holy Garments, whereby they were Conſecrated to the 
Priefts Office. | 

5s Heoffered a Sacrifice for them, and ke took of the blood 
that was upon the Altar, and of the annointing Oyl, and 
he ſprinkled it upon Aron and his Sons, and upon their 
Garments, whereby Aaron and his Sons, and their clothes 
were hallowed, and the Prieſts Office became theirs by a per- 
pitual Law. 

6 Alſo they did eat of thoſe things at the door of the 


"Tabernacle, whereby their atronement was made to ſandti. 


= —_ and to Conſecrate them, aud thoſe things were 
oly. 

Next Ifhall deſcend upon Goſpel Ordination, which is 
directed unto by this figure ; For, | 
Though the Law had only a ſhadow of the good things 
eo tome, yet every ſhadow therein has its ſubltance, and 
not one Title thereof was in vain, or of no-lignihication, for | 
the viſible things of that diſpenſation alluded unto the invi- 
-— things of the Goſpel, the ſequel of which does evince, 7 
tha ' $ 

x There is a principle wherein God has appointed ro) 
r cet » 1th, and to ſpeak unto his Spiritual Joel, whichanſ*" 
wereth unto the place at the door of the Tabernacle, where. 
unto to be retired, and to wait there in order to-his turthery 
Cnctincation, which is'to be compleated not in hiis-own,! 
but in Gods appointed, time is the firſt ſtep unto a Gulpel 


ET 


(3) 

- 2 As Moſer waſhed Aaromand his Sons with 'dlean waters 

ſo muſt the Goſpel Miniſter know Jeſus , the Spiritual 

* Moſes, to wafti bim with the water of the Spirit, which 

” makes aclean Conſcience. | 

*  Asthey werc anointed with holy Oyl, fo muſt theſe with 

* the union from the holy one. Z 

| « 4 As they wereclad with the holy Garments , fo muſt 
” theſc be with the clean linen, which is the righteouſneſs 

of Saints, 

up» - 5. As they had of the blood that was upon the Altar 
' Fprinkled npon them, and upon their Garments by which 

the Þ they were ſan&ificd, ſo muſt theſe have their Conſciences 

the * Gprinkled from an evil converſation by the blood of Jeſus. 

6. As they did cat thoſe things whereby their attone+ 
pod ment was made to Conſecrate them, and to Sanftifie them, 
and = f© muſt theſe cat Chrifis fleſh, and drink his blood, by which 
ieir they have remiffion of ſins, that cternal life may have abide= 
hes *  jogia them. ; 


ARGUMENT I. 


—_ 


2ere N as much then as no unholy men have any right claim 
unto this Ordination, it remains that no ſuch are true 
| is Goſpel Miniſters, for it is Goſpel Ordination that makes a 
| pel Miniſter 3 theſe then are the Lay-men that ought not 
ngs to meddle with Preaching, the Goſpel, a matter too high for 
and | them, which even theſe Prieſts themſelves lay; but then they 
for give adcfinition of laymen, whom they ſay are ſuch as are 
vi- ; * not educated in natural Learning and Study, nor arc Inl- 
ice, Kliated into what they call holy Orders, according to the Or. 
2 dinationof men; but all this a man may not have, and yet 
co; be a Miniſter of the Goſpe), which is attained unto by being 
nſ-] Learncd in the School of Chriſt, and impowered accordi 
're- to the Ordination of God, to Adminifier of hisholy an 
hery hidden Treaſure but this, unholy men cannot ; nor is there 
vn, any greater colluſion, then their pretence unto holy Orders, 
ſpels any thing moxe yain os felfcontradiftory 3 for hereby yy 
21 tmey 


(4) 
that were. holy, «ppllate by thdr unnholineſs. | 
* But'by tily men is hert iritended, rhoſerthat aremade: ſuch 


Bo of God, do keep themſelves that the evil one toucheth them 
not z for as it is written, he that kceps holineſs holy, ſhall be 


next Argument. Ve. | : 
ARGV M ENT TY 


T being evidegt ,; that the off- ſpring 'of that L&vj,untg 

whom, . and'to hs 8:64 afterhim\ appertained the.Prieſt- 

Exodus hood of the firſt Coychanit' by a perpetual Law,: weremeyers 
12. 7. thelifs incapable, and 'trot raget' for that Fervice;/ 'till-they: 
were Conſecr ited, SanRined, and fnade holy, implies an irs 


neither Aaron or his ſeed after him, were permitted to offer 
the Sacrifice of the Lotd 'made' by} tree yjealt they ſhould 


Levitics theis ns; and that they were,  waſhcd with clean watgr 

21.6, which rightly conſidered, ſhews that no. unholy tan” A's 
{crve in the wark of. the. Miniſiry, to the, glory of Gog,' and 
the, edification, and..profit; of the People, 'and thaf no f 
are calicd of God ,unta that; work, whg  frkt Ye; LF 
thorough Sauftitcation,, which ; Cty NA ts'thi 
are in defence of. « Jebel. Pcis hog GE the ra] 
tural branch .muſt be. purged, be Orc gi wk "Klldk for rhat 
fervice;. how much more hen mulſt-che unnafiiral branch 3>-4 

It there. was ſuch.an abſolute, mer 3 Bao in {'n 

Piiclts cre. they, could, Ef ightly perforin tþ 
Vices.of the Law.chat Were; 19 py ary a Ways. if Fi % 
necethity: is there then of | gel 32-4 fin, 4 are zine 

Feb. 3. tne ſubftantialth: 025 of 2 giiper, 4b thit Log [ 
TY; and continucs nato. the end ef time. Wn 
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theycither be mail holy, who''wete'unholy,- or the Orders 


by the opexation of the-power of God/in them,and being'born: 


difpenlible necellity of Sandtification in the Prictthood: ; for * 


og - — Aw 


LS -— 


holy, and of theſe'are the Pricfts of the moſt high God ;.no ? 
other are capable'of that S:rvice;'as is farther clearcd'i 'in the 


pollute the hoiy place, til] God had accepted an offering for . 


(5) 
ARGUMENT I1T 


Hen Aaron went in before the Lord, he had the Urim 
and Thumim upon his heart, Urim ſignifying light, 
and Thummim perfe&ion; by Urim alſo is meant knowledge, 
and Thummim holinefs; ſhzwing what vertues are required 
in the Prieſts, but no unſanRifhed man can appear before 
God in light and perfeQion, in knowledge and holineſs : in- 
deed he may make a ſhew of it, but not being light in-the 
Lord,and perfe&, not being inveſted with the knowledge and 
holineſs of God, he is not capable of the Prieſts office; for 
no man can acceptably approach that God, who is of purer 
eyes then to behold iniquity, -but in holineſs, &ec, 

Alſo God hath ſaid exprelsly, I will be San&ified in them 
that come near me, that is as gnuch as, 1 will puniſh them 
that approach to ſerve me otherways then I have commanded; 
and therefore Nadab and Abihu were conſumed from among 
the'pcoplc; for they took each of them his cenſer, and put fire 
therein, and put incenſe thereon 3 but this not being of the 
fire of the Altar, that came down from Heaven upon Aaron's 
frf Sacrifice, (and remainded till the Captivity of Babylon.) 

| It was accounted in Gods offering, ſtrange fire, he had not 
required it; hence fell Nadab and Abibs; and though ſuch 
immediate judgements do not overtake thoſe that are of- 


Exo dus 
28. 3. 


Levit. 10 


I, 2, 3» 


fering ſtrange fire in our Age, let them not therefore be * 


hardned in ſodoing, for in time they will (if by timely re. 
pentance it be not prevented,)find God the{ame he was then, 
and as juſt as ever. 

Further, in thoſe days none of the ſeed of Aaron the Prieft 
that had any blemiſh might. come ncar to offer the Sacrifice 
of the Lord, who ſaid poſhitively he ſhall not go in unto the 
Vail, nor come near the Altar, becauſe he' hath a blemiſh, 
leaſt he pollute my SanQtuary, for I-am the Lord that Sandi» 
he them; then ſeeing thoſe that had any out ward blemith, 
might not ſerve in that outward diſpenſation, leait they pol- 
luted the outward Satya neither can a ſinner g's 

or” 


Leviticus 


21, 23, 


Ezek. 
14. 3. 


Hoſea 9. 7' 


(6) 
(for Gn-is a blemiſh upon the Sou),) ſerve in the inward di- 
ſpenſation , leaſt he pollute Gods internal} Sanctuary, 

Again, the Altar was moſt holy, and wholdever touched 
the Altar was to be holy, which anſwereth to the Angel in 
the diſpenſation of the Spirit, that has the golden cenler in 
his hand, and offers up the Prayers of Saints; this Angel is 
moſt holy, whoever hath acceſs unto him mult be holy, and 
holy are the Sacrifices he offers-up ; for they are the Prayers 
of Saints, not of finncrsz; what lot then ? or what portion 
has a inner in this Service ? 


ARGUMENT 1v. 


Here are two ſorts of people, by whom God would 

not be enquired of old, neither ever will be ; which 
are the very fame T undertake to prove utterly uncapable 
of the Prieſthood ; which ſure thcy above all men muſt needs 
be, by whom God has denyed to be enquired of ; the firſt are 
ſuch as have ſet up their Idol in their hearts, who come un» 
der the Scheme of principles mentioned in the Preface, the 
other be ſach as have put a ſtumbling Block of their ini. 
quity before their faces and theſe are comprehended in the 
Scheme of pra&tices.: from both theſe the Connſel of God is 
hid, his mind and ſecrets are not revealed unto them ; who 
ſaid, Son of man, theſe men have ſet up their Tdols in their 


hearts, and have put the ſtumbling blockof their iniquity before 


their face : ſhall The enquired of at all by them? (o how fooliſh 
and vain a thing is it to repair unto ſuch for Counſel, In. 
ſtruction, and Docrine, from whom DoGtrine is with-held, 
inſtruction ſealed up? and, 

Theſe Prophets are fools, and theſe Spiritual men are mad, be» 
canſe of the multitude of their iniquity, 


ARGUMENT v, 


Uch Prophets the people are forbidden to hear, and the 
reaſon is given, becauſe they make them vain; and by 
what means they do this, they ſpeak a viſion of their own 
hearts, and not out of the mouth of the Lord, which _— 
£ 


(7) 
that the Dofrine men had otherwiſe then by revelation, 
made the people vain, and the ſame effect it has now ;to 
which cauſe may be juſtly referred , the abundance of va- 
nity which is an overflowing deluge in theſe Nations and 
times; but here mark, that the people are expreſs]y forbidden 
by God himſelf to hear thoſe which Preach what they do 
not receive out of the mouth of the Lord 3 of which fort 
without diſpute are evil, ſuch as deny the inward and im- 
mediate teachings, which the Father by Jeſus Chrill ſpeak- 
eth in, and unto the fouls of men; thoſe have nothing to 
Preach out of the mouth of the Lord, but follow their own 
ſpirit, againſt whom hath God ſaid , Hearken not unto 
the Prophets that Propbefie unto you; they make you vain : 
they ſpeak a viſion of their cwn hearts, and not out of the 
month of the Lord. Herein is put a diſtin&ion betwixt 
ſaving Dodrine, and the Doftrine of perdition ; that only 
is ſaving which is ſpoken out of the mouth of the Lord ; the 
other is but the diminution of mans brain which leads unto 
death and Hell; ſuch is the Do@rine of Rabbies and Learned 
men, which fay revelation is ceaſed in our age, not a man 
among all theſe can fay with the ſweet Plalmiſt of Iſrael, in 
the cloling up of this life 3 the Lord ſpake by me, and his words 
was in my momth : a (weet Teſtimony for a dying man, 


ARGUMENT VI. 


Hey were of old accounted fooliſh Prophets that fol- 
lowed their own ſpirits, and God proncunced wo a- 
gainlt them in theſe words; Wo unto the fooliſh Prophets 
that follow their own ſpirit and have ſeen nothing , (or have had 
no true viſion 3) it was alſo ſaid unto them, They had ſeen 4 
vgin Vigon, and ſpoken a lying divination, in ſaying, the Lord 
ſaith, when ar be had not ſpoken nuto them, and it is com 
mon for theſe to ſay now, thus ſaith the Lord, 41d Iheard 
a voice from Heaven ſaying, &c. who will not ſo much as 
allow him to ſpeak one word in this life, Is not this a fying 
divination, &c. but againſt ſuch hath the Lord pronounced 
onthis wiſe, mine hand ſhall be upon them, they ſhall not be in 
B 2 the 


Feremi. 
23+ 16, 


Ezekiel 


13. 3 
Ezekiel 


I3 7. 


F . 


hg 


a — 


Pſalm, 
5. B, 


"untill which be done away, the goodneſs of the Lord is not 


(8) 
the Aſſemblies of my People, neither ſhall they be written in the 
writtex of the Houſe of Vrael, nor ſhall they enter into the land | 
of Ifrael:; Becanſe Gith the Lord, with lyes ye made the beart © 


. of the righteous ſad, whom 1 have n:t made ſad; and ftrengthen- 


ed the bands of the wicked, that be ſhould not return from bis 
wicked way, by promiſing him life: the very ſame do theſe 
Priclts, of whoſe Dodtrine it is one notorious and common 
point 3 that though a man live in fin all his days, yet not- 
withſtanding he may attain Heaven in the end; Theſe are © 
thoſe lyes whercby the heart of the righteous is made (ad, 
(to ſeethe peoplefo deceived) and the handyof thewicked 2 
are ſircrgthened, that they return not from thiſir wicked way 3 : 
ſo methinks the deceivableneſs of ſuch Priefts} ſhould be hid 
from no man, and the anger ot God againſtthem;y and the ; 
puniſhments threatned obvious to every cye 3 whereas they * 
are thus like unto the falſe Prophets of former times, that 
their paralel anſwereth as exaQtly as face anſwereth face in a 
Glaſs, whereby all men that follow them ſhall be left with- 
out-excuſe in the day of wrath; but the true Goſpel Mini» 
fer cauſeth' the people to hear his word, the word of the ;} 
' Lord within.which turneth then: from their evil doings, as 
is faid, cauſe me to hear joy and gladneſi, that the bones which © : 
thor haſt broken may rejeyeez and again; turn thow me O | 
Lord, and 1 ſhall be turned ; convert me, and Iſhall be converted ; | 
for it is the fins of men that ſeperates betwixt them and God, '! 
and their iniquitics that with-hold good things from them, 


known in the land of the living. It was by tranſgreffion 
that Judas fell from the Miniſtry and Apoſileſhip ; how vain 
then is it to imagine that any tranſgreſſor can retain this 
* Miniſtry, and yet more vain to ſuppoſe that he ſhould go up 
and arrive at this height of glory in tranſgreſſhon, when the 1 
man that had a ſhare therein by this means was caſt down as © 
an- untimely grape from the Vine, 
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(9) 


ARGUMENT YVIL 


Here be two things, the which if I can prove, they 
-S vans a third thing 3 that is, if there be ſuch 


Dottrine as no unſan&iticd man can knowzSecondly, 


' if this Dodrine be of ſuch importance, as that every man 
| muſt of neceſſity know it in order to his falutation, then is 
' ir (the third thing) hereby proved, that it is utterly impol- 
| fible for any ſuch man to ſerve God in the Prieſts office, for 


! who can ſuppoſe the Prieſt capable to convey unto the people 


* knowledge of that Do&rine which himſelf knows not ? and 
* for want of this knowledge the people periſh 3 next I come 


; upon proot 


of the two propoſitions, for then it is evident 


* from John, that there is ſuch-Do&rine, and that allo the 
+ Doctrine of God which no man can know, but by doing 


qc 
- 


the will of the Father ; And Feſus anſwered them, my DoGrme 


is not mine, but bis that ſent me : If any man 


do bis will, John 7: 


' be ſhall know of the Dotirine, whet ber it be of God, or whe- 16. 17- 


4 
I 
; 
: 
$7 | 


ther 1(peakof my ſelf. For the Second, that this Doctrine 
is of ſuch great importance, is proved enough to any Chri- 
ſtian man in the ſame verſe, from that it is the Doctrine of 
God, who took not upon him humanity, to teach his peo- 
ple things ſuperfluous, or of ſmall moment, but things of 
principal unto their Salvation z who by doing the will of 
God; came to the knowledge of his Dodtrine, praQtifing 
the good they know, it pleaſed God to increaſe their know- 


® ledge, and ſhew unto them the hidden myſtery to which it 


4 


, 


well agreeth. 


IWho ſo offereth praiſe, glorifieth me : and to him. that ordereth 


| bis converſation aright, will fhew the Salvation of God, Hence 
* it appears that t 


e Dodrine of God is ſuch, that no man 


| knows; but he that doth the will of God, and his Salvati- 
| on ſuch, as is ſhewed only to thoſe that order their conver- 
' fations aright 3. now if men of the greateſt reaſon, who 


: ties, to the utmoſt altitude of all humane Learni 
Study, could by all theix Learning and Reaſon ſear —_ 
| oh 


4 


F Re 


alſo have the advantage of the improvement of-thoſe _ 
an 


Pſalms 
5JOs 236- 


* Miniſtries, and that Holineſs by their own abilities, which the 


(10) 

the Dod@rine of God, and find out his Salvation; then in 
deed every great Scholar might make a Goſpel Miniſter 
and theunlearned were the moſt remote from this dignity 
but it is not fo, it was not for illiterature, but tranſgreſſion, 
that Judas fell from this Miniſtry, that Adam was caſt out? 
from the Tree of life, anſwering unto the former ; and this 
way of life is kept by a flaming Sword from all the Reaſon, 
and Learning, and endeavours of natural men, and is no 
way attained unto, but through death of the firſt man, the? 
firit will, the firſt reaſon, and firſt affections and Luſts ;3 
therefore arc the Unlearned in this matter upon equal terms*% 
with the Learned, the unwiſe in the wiſdom of this world,? 
with the wilc. i 

The holy Apoſtles left it upon Record for our niry 


that they came thus unto the knowledge of the myſtery of 

Godlinefs; fay they , the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, theZ, 
Father of Glory, gave unto us the ſpirit of Wiſdom and Re-? 
velation, through the knowledge of him, whereby the eyes | 
of our underſtandings were lightened, &c. hence it is evident © 
that theſe Prieſts in denying Revelation, deny the whole 
Miniſtry of Godlineſs, which is the ſame now it was then, 
and of the ſame importance and neceſſity unto us, and the * 
way of it is the ſame; and it is finful Arrogance in them 

that expect or pretend to - attain thoſe Dignities, thoſe 


7 


4 


primitive holy men received by the gift of God, ; 
ARGUMENT VIIL ' 


1. QOme Ihave heard obje&, why might it not pleaſe God ' 

to make uſe of ſuch Miniſters for the benefic of rhe? 
fincere? 2. Others again, that they are ſure they have heard # 
many notable Truths from the Pulpit; to the firft, why way: 
it not pleaſe God ? &&e, for all and many more reaſons then? 
has here been urged;God was not,nor is,or ever will be pleaſed? 
to make uſe of ſuch, Ieaft his holy name ſhould be poltuted, ? 
ſay the Apoſiles, ſuch an high Prieſt it became us to have at is?! 
boly, barmleſs, undefiled, ſeperate from ſutners, &c. and ſare? 
it 


C11) 


it becomes the Prieſts of his Order to be according to their 
bigh Prieſt, holy, harmleſs, &c. and whoever be otherwiſe, arc 
not of the Order of Chriſt the holy Order. 

But Pricfts according to the Orders of men, of no ſuch 
Emakes God any uſe, nor are they profitable in the Creation, 
or helpful to the working of any deliverance in the carth 
outS-beir labour is in vain without any bleſſed iſſue 3 for God 
Thas given unto them a miſcarrying womb, and dry brelts, 
bue unto the Prieſt great regard, they are all men inſpired 
ith the Holy Ghoſt, full ot the power of Heaven, where- 
"bby the deliverance of God is wrought in the Kingdoms of 

men; theſe have gon up in his help, in the help of the Lord 
Zgainſt the mighty : To the ſecond, we arc ſure we have 
Heard many notable truths, &e. Firli, ſuppoſing the Prieſt to 
, {be a man that comes properly under one notion of unholi- 
*neſs, cither in reſpe&t of principle, or converſation ; be it 

@ the n{wered, that I diſtinguiſh upon the Doctrine of ſuch men, 
"2 y. hich is twofold : firſt, ſuch as is falſe in it (elf, conſiſting of 
& Error and fallacies, which frequently come from the able(t 
videne $29 beſt of them, and hereupon is grounded ſeveral of their 
whole Y*Y principles of Religion ; but I apprehend theſe are not 
0 =the notable Truths they intend : Secondly, ſuch as is true in 


. on it ſelf for ſome, ſuch they preach, and do fical the words 
"therr, Of Scripture. 

em 
_ thoſe 


ich the 'words, and thoſe very truths are not effeftual as delivered 


by them, who not being born of the ſpirit of Truthz though 

they ſay God liveth, yet are lyars, which I do thus 3 It was 

he ungodlineſs of ſome in the Apofiles days, againft which 

> God 39 2rath of God was revealed from Heaven: that they held 
of rhe £h< Truth in unrighteouſneſs. Now referring to what is 
ad remiſed, ſuch as this is the truth you have heard from the 
y way. ulpit, and not the living Truth immediately proceeding 
"they 379m the Throne of God and the Lamb, which I prove from 
*that the Prieſt was an unholy man. Secondly, from that he 


_ preached not by the help of Revelation, either that no un- 
6 ;zho!y man can preach the living Truth, isevident; in as 
d Care? = muchy 


it * 


As the falſe Prophets of old ftole the words of the true - 
rophets: but it is my defign here to ſhew, that thoſe good . 


Rom. 1, 


18. 


Gala: I, 
15: 16, 


1 Gal. 1. 
S,12. 


(12) 
much as no man can preach what he knows not; and jt is 
clear: from the laſt Argument upon Fob 7. 16, 17. that the 
Do@rine of God which is the living Truth, no ſuch man 
can know 3 allo it is faid, the Minittry of Faith is held in a 
pure Conſcience, and that whoſoever hath this hope puri- 
ficth himſelf evenas he is purey Ot this M,niliry, and this 


' hope, no unholy man has, then it remains, the beſt fach can 


do or preach is but the Truth held in unrighteoulſnels, be- 
ing below this Miniſtry and hope : Secondly, From that, he 
deny's Revelation, tt is evident, he has it notz and without 
the help hereof,no man can preach the Goſpel of God. 

We read that the God who ſeparated the Apoſtle Paul 
from his Mothers womb, revealed his Son in him ; and for 
what end, that he might preach him ſo here is evident, the 
neceſſity of Revelation, in that no man can truly preach 
Chriſt, but he in whom Chriſt is revealed to that end ; alſo 
the ſame Apoſtle faith in another place, his Doftrine was not 
of man, nor by man, neither was he taught it, but by the re- 
velation of Feſms Chrift : and if be, or an Angel from Heaven 
ſhould prexch any other Dodrine, let hint be accurſed 3 hence 
it is clear, that whatever is preached, and not by this Reve- 
lation, is not of God, butof man, and he is accurſed that 
preacheth it ; (how ſhould his hearers then be bleſt,) and 
rhough he have the very Truth, it is. but the Truth held in 
unrighteouſneſs, and is uttered in the dead words of man ; 
but the Truth immediately proceeding from the Throne of 
God, is uttered in living words, in pure words ; for every 
word. of God is pure z wherefore faith Chriſt, the words I 
ſpake nnto you, they are ſpirit, and they are life : but every 
word of man ſhall be his own burding, now I diſtinguiſh 
natural and carnal mea into two ſorts, it is the infelicity of 
the one, that they cannofin matters that moſt import them, 
diſtinguiſh betwixt words that are true in themſelves, and 
words that are falſe, and the infelicity itis of the other ſort, 
that- they have not a true diſcerning of ſpirits; and there- 
fore cannot diſtinguiſh betwixt the different grounds from 
whence 'words are ſpoken, though they have ſome $kill in 
the'words, and fo diſcern not betwixt the truth held in un- 
(. righteouſneſs, 


(13) 
righteouſneſs and the living truth of God; for this is a 
work that depends not upon Brain-Knowledge, humane 
Learning, but he only that Is born of the ſpirit, by vertue 
of the ſenſes of that birth, can diſtinguiſh aright in this caſe, 
hence it is that a polluted (infull Prieſt-hood do fo earneſtly 

all infallibility in things of God, a oup demonſrati+ 
on they are fallible-, unſtable as Waters, Clouds, toſſed with 


people the o in reſpe& before ſhewn the Prieſts and the 
tion 


the wiſe and the unwiſe come together under the no- 

the Fools, which Solomon beheld through the wine Prov, 7. 
dow of his Houle, that was allurcd with the flattcry of a 6. 7, 
firange woman z now mark it was the ſtrange woman, and 
yet ber lips dropt as the boney-comb, and ber mouth was ſmoother £0: 5-3. 
oben oyl ; heres now the Hiſtory of the Truth in unrighte- 
oulncki this ſufficed the Fools that ſaw tot beyond words, v, 4- 
but ber end is bitter as wormwood, &c. yet the unwiſe diſcerfied 
not this, that the birth and ſpirit which-accompanicd«hoſe 
words were infeQions poyſon, 


Therefore they followed her, being entyced by the fat cery 
of her words, as an Ox that goetb to the flaughtsror a Fool tothe "M0 
Stox : or as a Bird baſteth to the ſnare, and knoweth not ſhe is | 
in danger, well, whither leads (he them ? ber feet go down un- — oP 
40 death, and ber fteps take bold #n Hell : Now mark the end *7*** 5» 
of thoſe notable Truths, which unholy men deliver from the +» ?* 
Pulpic, without the help of Revelation. 


ARGUMENT Ix, 


O ſhroud the hearers under a refuge of lyes, by Preach. 
ing unto them ſuch things as conſiſt of error and falſe- 
hood, methinks ſhould anſwer every mans Judgement that 
it is of bad effec, of direfull conſequence, the people needs no 
ſuch teaching ; and 


Thedaily Preaching of ſome things in themſelves true, but 
fooliſh in the Preacher , _y uttered in a ſpirit of darkneſs 
and ſeparation from God, anſwereth to the Wine of tornica- 

C tion 


(14) 
tion in a golden Cup, is but a deceiving the ſimple by vain or 
empty repetitions, which being forbidden by Chriſt in Prayer, 
cannot hy the ſame power beallow:d in Preaching : tor in» 
ttance, It is a vain repitition for a diſfolute tiuner to (ay, Onur 
Father which art in Heaven, tor a prophane man to fay, bal. 
lIawed be thy Name, is a vain reprtition ; and tor ſuch as be of 
opinion they mult go to Heaven after death, but are not alſo 
waiting for the coming of the Eingdom of God unto them in 
'this life, to ſay, thy Kingdom come, is a vain repitition; for 
fuch as hold there is no freedomtrom fin on this fide the grave, 
to (ay thy will be done in Earth as it is Heaven, whereno tin is, 
isa vain repitition, &c. 


The people need no ſuch teaching. a F 
, For faith the Apoſtle, ye have the union from the' holy 
one, and ye need not that any man teach you, but as the (ame 
anneinting teacheth you of all things. 41d this annointing 
is truthand is nolye 3 now I ſhall proceed in order to ſhew, 
Firſt, how this annoynting teacheth, Secondly, That the Pricſt- 
hood is under debate, teach otherwiſe, whence it will follow, 
the people necds none of their teachings. * 


Firſt, then how this annoynting teacheth, ſaith Chriſt, 
be ſhall receive of mine, and ſhew it unto you, hence it ap» 
peareth he doth teach as the immediate oracle of God, and 
leads into all truth by the drawings of the Father, ſo that the 
Holy Ghoſt teacheth and leadeth into all truth by an imme» 
diate dependancy upon the wiſdom and powcr of the Father 
it is alſo plain from abundance of Scripture, that in the days 

of his viſibility, | 


J:lus himſelf Preached and drew the ptople unto him, by 
the ſarnc immediate dependancy upon the Father ; for faith 
he, the words that T ſpake are nof mine, but his that ſent me ; 
and again, #o man comes unto me except the Father draw him 
betides much more to the fame purpole. 


Further it was by this immediate dependancy upon the re- 
velation 


(15) | 
velation of the wiſdom and power of the Father, whzrcly 
righteous Abel, Enoch, Noab, the Patriarchs, the Prophets, 
and Apoſiles, and all righteous men and women, in Ages by 
palt ever did, in our Age do, and in Agcs to come (hall cyzu 
unto the worlds end,declare the name of the Lord,and Preach 
the ſalvation of our God, which is excellently figured forth, 
by the Olive branches mentioned in Zechariab, which through 
the two golden pipes empty the golden Oyl out of themſelves. 


Now this teaching is immediate proceeding from God,and 
is the ſame with the former 3 for that tranſmitting mean hin- 
ders not the immediateneſs of the revelation, but the intcr- 
mitting meanzand of ſuch teaching (it being according to the 
annoynting,) the people have, great need, I pray God fend 
many ſuch labourers into his harveſt. 


Here I would note that the Prieſts ſay it is preſumption in 
us to expe ſuch revelation as the Apoſtles had: but methinks 
it's the far greater preſumption and arrogance in them, to 
pretend to Preach the Goſpel of God without the ſanie reve- 
lation which the primitive holy men, and Prophets, and A- 
poſtles, none of them ever did, nor yet the Holy Ghoſt, nor 
the Son of God z when under the ſenſe of the infirmities of 
humanity, though the ſpirit was upon him without meaſure, 
{ure this is ſuperlative pride in the Prieſts. 


Next I ſhall give ſome inſtances wherein theſe Prieſts teach 
otherwiſe then the-annointing teacheth, further to manifelt 
that the people need none of their teaching, for they need not 
that any man teach them, but as the ſame annointing teacheth 
them, fo this is the Apoſtles Doctrine, 


x. They fay the Truths of the Goſpel were once delivered 
unto the Apoſtles by Divine revelation, who for the benefit 
of after Ages committed the ſame to writing 3 which ſay they, 
have been delivered down ard conveyed to ſucceeding Gene- 
rations by tradition from one to another, and theſe things 


thus received 3 they Preach theſe, they make tradition fupp'y 
CL the 


(16) 
the place of Revelation, and thereby make void the way, the 
Law, and the manner of God z, the way in which all his Saints 
were led, the manner of his manitcſing his ſelf unto them, 
and the Law whereby he appointed that way and manner, 
tor the Sons of Adam, and reje&ed all other z fo now accords» 
ing to them the Revelatioh 1s ceaſed, and no more to be ex- 
pectcd ; but we read not of any medium that came betwixt 
the Olive branches and the golden pipes, ſo herein they teach 
not as the annointing teacheth, by immediate dependancy 
upon the Father, 


2. They in Order to the underſtanding of theſe things, 
apply\them(clves unto humane Sciences and Learning, which 
things are not capable of ſuch kind of evidence, but being 
Spiritual are ſpiritually diſcerned, and other Learning avai- 
leth not unto this knowledge, as is clear from the example of 
the praQices, who were as knowing as theſe in Arts and 
Tongues, but yet ignorant of Chriſt; fo herein they teach 
not as the annointing teacheth, 


3. Theyarea lye, and the annointing is Truth; (any 
ſcruple this expreſhon, let thern know it 1s ſaid of thofe that 
were in darkneſs; ye were once darkyeſs , and when they 
followed the light, but now are ye Light inthe Lord, (by the 
ſame rule is the other) ſo for this cauſe they cannot teach as 
the annointing teacheth- 


4+ The annointing leads into all Trath by the drawings of 
the Father, but theſe ſeek to draw into what they call truth 
by their own reafonings, and where this fails, by force and 
outward compulſion, herein they teach otherways than the 
annointing tcaceth, 


5. The Oyl which the Olive branches emptied out of them. 
ſelves was golden Oyl, and they were golden pipes that con- 
veycd the ſame, fo here is ſome athmulation or likeneſs be- 
twixt the Oyl and the pipe, the DoErine and the Preacher, 
anſwering to the new Wine in new Bottles but if theſe 

: Preach 
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Preach any good thing, how great an nnlikeneſs is there be& 
twixt the Prieſt and his Dodrine, holineſs in his mouth is 
likea Jewel of Gold in a Swines ſnout 3 herein again they 
differ from the annointing, 


ARGUMENT % 


| © hes ſhewed in all theſe inſtances in the laſt Argument, 
a difference betwixt theſe Prieſts teaching, and the 
teachings of annointing z it proveth two things, firſt that 
the people need none of their Dodrine, for ſaith the Apoſtle, 
you need not that any man Teach you, but as the ſame annoint= 
ing teacheth you: Secondly, That the very beſt any ſuch can 
preach, doth not in the leaſt conduce to their ſpiritual ad- 
vantage and ſalvation ; for the people (every one muſt of 
neceſhity grant; Jhave great need of all ſuch teachiug, as in the 
leaſt meaſure conduceih unto this end : Again, ſuppoſe a fre- 
quent current of clean Oyl run thorough a polluted Conduit, 
it would follow in proceſs of time that the Conduit would 
either defile the Oyl, or the Oy! cleanſe the Conduit 3 but 
many of theſe Priefts have we feen pouring forth their Oyl 
many years together, and yet the Prielt unclean, unſandtified, 
as he begun ſo he ends a miſerable ſinner, and that by his own 
confeſhon, an undenyable evidence of fruitleſs Doctrine. 


Ifurther add concerning thefePrieſts that they run un- 
ſent, and therefore do not profit the people ſuch God, 
never called to ſerve him whilſt in that condition, in the 
Prieſts office, nor will do fo long as the Sun and Moon en- 
dureth ; not a man among all theſe have ever brought one 
ſent.unto God, or-ever thaitdo, they have not Aurthorityto 
take the words of God into their mouths, for unto the 
wicked God faith, what haſt thou to do to declare mine Or- 
dinances , or take my Covenant into thy mouth, ſeeing thou 
bateſt to be refcrmed, and cafteth my reproof behind thee 7. So 
theſe not h:ving Authority, do preach as the Scribes who 
blind leaders of the blind z Learned in the Languages, bur 

l not. 
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pot in the Author of Language, therefore «they crucitied the 
Lord of Glory, and theſe daily do ity and trample his blood 


under their feet; . / 


Having now as I think ſufficiently made good the inten 
tion of theſe ſheets, I ſhall conclude with this, that true and 
eternal holineſs is that SCHIBOLETH, which whoſoever 
doth not pronounce in his Principles, in his Do@cine, in his 
PraQRice, in his life, and in all his Converſation is no Goſpel 
Miniſter, or Prieſt of the moſt High God 3 for boly mwet all 
they be that bear the Veſle!s of the Sanituary. 
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